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Club Announcements 

April’s Coach Trip to Ironbridge, Shropshire – Sunday 12th April 2026 

Please note that April’s monthly coach trip will occur on the second Sunday of the month (12th April) 

as the first weekend in April is Easter. 

Walking Routes 

Can all club members look at the walking routes available on the OHWC website here, and also on 

the club WhatsApp group prior to joining each month’s coach trip, so the walk list can be passed 

round the coach more efficiently please.  Each month’s walk routes are put up on the club website 

in the week before the monthly walk. 

Walking Boots 

Club members are reminded that when joining club walks, they must wear walking boots with ankle 

support.  The only exception to this rule is if club members have a valid medical reason for not 

wearing boots with ankle support. 

OHWC Annual General Meeting 

Conservative Club, Wigston - 25th April 2026 

This years OHWC Annual General Meeting will be held on 25th April 2026 at the Wigston & District 

Conservative Club at 38 Long Street, Wigston.  Same as last year, food and skittles will be provided.   

All OHWC members are encouraged to attend so they can vote on matters pertaining to the club’s 

running etc.  Further details regarding the agenda, food, and skittles will be provided closer to the 

time. 

Safeguarding 

The OHWC is committed to safeguarding in line with national legislation, and national and local 

guidelines. We ensure safeguarding by ensuring our club is run in a way which keeps our club 

members safe. 

We all have a responsibility to safeguard adults and young people who are experiencing, or are at 

risk of, abuse and neglect. 

The OHWC is committed to creating a culture of zero tolerance of harm to our club members which 

necessitates:  

• the recognition of club members who may be at risk and the circumstances which may 

increase risk. 

• knowing how abuse, exploitation or neglect manifests itself. 

• and being willing to report safeguarding concerns. 

The OHWC Safeguarding Policy and associated procedures apply to all individuals who are involved 

in the OHWC, including the committee and the walk leaders, to all concerns about the safety of club 

members whilst taking part in the organisation, its activities and in the wider community. 

All club members are encouraged to report any safeguarding concerns, no matter how trivial they 

seem to the club at OHWCsafeguarding@gmail.com.  All such communications will be treated as 

strictly in-confidence and will be investigated thoroughly. 

The OHWC Safeguarding Policy and Guidance document is on the club website at 

http://oadbyhwc.com/safeguarding. 

http://oadbyhwc.com/news/
file:///C:/Users/akerst101/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XX29EJJ8/OHWCsafeguarding@gmail.com
http://oadbyhwc.com/sadeguarding


 

Page 3 of 10 

Committee Retirements 

Social Events and Media Secretary 

Elaine Akers has informed OHWC that she intends to retire from the Committee at the AGM in April 

this year.  The OHWC is looking for volunteers to take over her position.  Her role includes:  

• Maintaining and updating the OHWC website, 

• Maintaining and updating the OHWC social media presence on Facebook and Instagram, 

• Organising social events throughout the year (tends to be only the annual Xmas dinner). 

• Attending OHWC monthly committee meetings and the yearly AGM. 

Any OHWC members who are interested in this position, can you please let our club Chair know via 

email at ohwcmail@gmail.com, or through Martin’s mobile at 07748 674223.  

Newsletter Editor 

Tim Akers has also announced his retirement from the Newsletter committee member position 

effective from this year’s AGM in April.  His role includes: 

• On a monthly basis, writing the OHWC newsletter and publishing it via email to all club 

members, 

• Ensuring Social Media Secretary has a copy of newsletter to put on OHWC website, 

• Attending OHWC monthly committee meetings and the yearly AGM. 

• This position would suit someone who is MS Office literate. 

Any OHWC members who are interested in this position, can you please let our club Chair know via 

email at ohwcmail@gmail.com, or through Martin’s mobile at 07748 674223. 

 

2026/2027 Monthly Walk Destinations 
Adam Wakley has recently published the monthly OHWC walk destinations for May 2026 to April 

2027.  They are going to be: 

• 10 May 2026  High Bradfield, Yorkshire  

• 07 June 2026  Hayfield, Derbyshire  

• 05 July 2026  Algreave, Cheshire  

• 02 August 2026 Dursley, Gloucestershire 

• 06 September 2026 Langsett, Yorkshire 

• 04 October 2026 Longnor, Staffordshire Peak District 

• 01 November 2026 Long Shawlodge, Peak District 

• 06 December 2026 Biggin, Derbyshire Peak District 

• 03 January 2027 Wirksworth, Derbyshire  

• 07 February 2027 Kingsley Holt, Leek 

• 07 March 2027 Taddington, Derbyshire Peak District 

• 04 April 2027  Andoversford, Cotswolds  

  

http://oadbyhwc.com/
mailto:ohwcmail@gmail.com
mailto:ohwcmail@gmail.com
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March’s Mid-Month Local Walk with Kev Millard 
Kev Milllard has kindly volunteered to lead March’s mid-month walk.  Unfortunately, at the time of 

publication there has been no further information.  Please keep an eye out for club emails or 

announcements on the OHWC WhatsApp groups for further details. 

March’s Walk Report by Gala Suarez 
Bradwell, Derbyshire, Sunday 1st March 2026 

After a 2,5 hours bus journey from Leicester to 
Derbyshire, including the usual “boot stop”; 6 
of us followed our leader, Karl, as the first 
people to get off the bus. 

Started our walk, all 12.5 miles of it, at White 
Edge Moor & very soon realized of the 
meaning of “moor”, as I felt I was climbing up 
& down little squidgy hills (could be my little 
legs).  But we all negotiated the moors & 
survived quite intact & reasonably dry to reach 
the National Trust Way. 

 

 It was a glorious sunny day, which took us quite 
by surprise, as the (never accurate) weather 
report mentioned nothing of the sort! And we got 
amazing views from the get-go.  We crossed a 
gate & entered the lovely & ancient Long Shaw 
Lodge Woodlands.  Then, soon after, it came the 
first of our many treats!  A proper real toilet stop! 
(oh yeah, toilet tissue, running water, soap, dryer 
& all!).  

After this little stop, we passed Upper Burbage, a 
lovely stream & Burbage Rocks. Then to the top 
of the hill to reach Higger Tor & down to 
Hathersage Booths, passing really close to the 
beautiful Hathersage Village.  In the distance, we 
again spotted the Hope Cement Works plant, 
which we see far away in so many of our Peak 
District walks. 
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Whilst I was totally fascinated by Kulwinder & 
Rosie’s chat…I never thought I could learn so 
much about the ins & outs of obtaining Indian 
Visas!  Our second treat of the day appeared 
in the form of the Millstone Country Inn Pub & 
our lunch stop. 

Slightly traumatised by our previous 
experience at the “least friendly pub in 
Derbyshire”, a couple of months ago, this time 
we encountered probably the “friendliest pub 
in Derbyshire” at the edge of Hathersadge.  
Really friendly staff who let us sit at the 
benches & eat our food without problems, & 
we ended up going in & buying some pints & 
coffees. And this clearly demonstrates how 
good customer service actually pays! 

 

 

After the pub lunch stop, we went up the hill 
behind the pub, then by a lovely river stream & 
little stone bridge, until we found ourselves in 
Callow Woods (or as we like to call them “hilly & 
muddy woods”).  The sky went grey & we thought 
the best of the day was gone when yet again the 
sun gloriously came back, making the hills & 
Hathersage in the distance look like a beautiful 
painting. 

We went up another stile, & another hill, when 
Karl pointed at our biggest treat: Offerton 
Moor, a proper steep climb.  We powered up 
this hill that kept on going, & going, & 
going…but as always, we were rewarded with 
the most amazing views of the Peak District, 
at the top of this great hill.  We could see Lady 
Bower Reservoir in the distance.  Then we 
walked along Brough Lane and finally got to 
Bradwell. 

Passing Soft Waterlane & a lovely stream 
running under the bridge, as well as gorgeous 
little old cottages, we made our way to the bus 
to get our muddy boots changed, & then we 
adventured the last hill of the day up to the 
“White Hart” pub to catch up with the other 
groups & exchange battle stories! 
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April’s Monthly Walk: Ironbridge – Shropshire 
Sunday 12th April 2026 

Coach departs: Oadby Central Car Park 
(adjacent to the Trinity Methodist Church) at 
8.00am sharp. 

 

Please note: The coach will leave the pub at 
5.30pm. 

Coach Route:  

M69, M6, M54 to J6 North. A5223, B5061, M54, 
A5223, A4169, A458, B4376 towards Brosley, 
B4373 to Ironbridge 

Boot stop: Telford Services 

 

Pub: White Hart Inn, Ironbridge TF8 7AW 

Map: OS Explorer 242: OS Map of Telford, 

Ironbridge & The Wrekin 

Walk Leaders: 

• G. McPhail (Long) 

• K. Pochin (12 miles) 

• B. Stirrup (11 miles) 

• A. Wakley (10 miles) 

• L. Gill (Short) 
 

Booking Trips:  When booking onto monthly and mid-month walks, please only use the club email 

rather than phone, text or word of mouth. 

Coach Fare:  Preferably by BACS to the bank details given at the end of this Newsletter. 

• Adult Members  £18 

• Guests    £20 

• Junior/Student Members  £12 

Cancellations - members and guests 

• Cancellations up to Tuesday midnight before the Sunday walk - no penalty. 

• Cancellations thereafter - the full cost of the bus fare is due. 

Prospective Walkers 

If you have not put your name down on the last coach trip, please contact ohwcmail@gmail.com to 
book a seat on the bus this month, prior to making a payment.  You will receive a reply confirming the 
availability or otherwise of a seat.  Please note that it is first come first served. 

If you delay booking, you may not get a seat.  Please do not turn up without booking and receiving 
confirmation that you have a place. 

https://whitehartironbridge.com/
https://shop.osmaps.com/map-of-telford-ironbridge-the-wrekin/
mailto:ohwcmail@gmail.com
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You must book a place on the coach in advance, or you may not be allowed to go on as it picks up at 
various places on the ring road members who have already booked a seat. 

If you wish to be picked up from other places than Oadby Car Park, please mention where at time of 
booking and please be aware that very occasionally another Orbit coach may go past before ours 
arrives. 

Walk Reminder 

Please make sure that you carry your completed Club Safety Form in the top pocket of your rucksack 

- it could help you in a difficult situation.  N.B. Don’t forget to keep the form up to date.  The form is 

available on the Club Website here. 

Walk Route Map 

Please go onto the News section of the Club website here a few days before the monthly walk, to see 

a map showing the walk routes.  Hopefully, this will speed up selecting your walk when signing up on 

the coach.  The club has four OS maps available for Walk Leaders to use when leading walks. 

Boot/Toilet Stop 

Members are urged to keep the time taken at the boot stop to a minimum.  At the end of the walk 
members should change their footwear and place dirty boots and rucksacks in the luggage locker 
before getting onto the coach, thus avoiding any congestion and mud in the coach.   

Please do not wear dirty boots on the coach. 

Those getting off the coach at Fosse Park and the Ring Road may alternatively put your dirty kit into 

a plastic bag and then take it onto the coach; thus, negating having to search for your gear in the bus 

luggage lockers. 

Essential Wear 

Members and guests must be suitably equipped.  As a minimum this must include: 

• Suitable waterproof walking boots that have adequate ankle support 

• Waterproof coat and over-trousers 

• Warm clothing 

• An appropriate rucksack. 

• Food and drink for the whole day 

• For winter walking, all members are to carry a serviceable head torch in their rucksacks. 

• A First Aid Kit is recommended 
 

N.B. Jeans and trainers/sandals are NOT suitable.  If you are not properly equipped for hillwalking, 

you may not be able to participate.  Only Registered Assistance Dogs are allowed on club walks, 

except on mid-month walks at the discretion of the Walk Leader. 

Cotswold Outdoors Discount Card for Club Members 
Once again, Cotswold Outdoors has allowed all Club members to apply for a Discount Card.  This 
discount is for the personal use of club members only and must not be shared with others. 

Club members benefit from: 

• 15% discount in-store and online, 

• Expertise, advice and guidance, 

• Sustainability services, 

http://oadbyhwc.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Safety-form-.pdf
http://oadbyhwc.com/news/
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• Explore More membership. 

OHWC discount 

OHWC Club Members will receive a 15% discount on full-priced items (excludes electronics and 
selected lines) both in-store and online with Cotswold Outdoor, Runners Need and Snow+Rock.  The 
code to use is AF-RAMBLERS-W9C. 

This discount is strictly for personal use only and must not be shared with non-club members.  
Cotswold Outdoors reserve the right to amend or cancel it with immediate effect if they find this code 
has been leaked to unauthorised persons in any way. 

Explore More 

Club members will need to sign up for their free Explore More benefits scheme to use the discount.  
This comes with its own benefits such as a 3-year warranty, a 100-day returns policy, Price Match 
Promise and much more!  Members can sign up through any of the following brands: 

• Cotswold Outdoor 

• Runners Need 

• Snow+Rock 

Expertise, advice and guidance 

The best way to tap into their outdoor expertise is for Club Members to book an in-store appointment 
at Cotswold Outdoor, Runners Need or Snow+Rock.  This ensures one of our store specialists is on 
hand to help you get the best kit for your adventure. 

Alternatively, Cotswold Indoor has a whole host of blogs online in our Advice & Inspiration areas. 
These include kit guides, itinerary ideas, inspirational stories and suggestions on how to be more 
sustainable.  You can find these below: 

• Cotswold Outdoor 

• Runners Need 

• Snow+Rock 

 

Sustainability Services 

For us the outdoors is everything, and across our three brands, we do everything we can to look after 
it for generations to come. 

As a company, Cotswold Outdoors are working to become more sustainable, and they want to help 
their customers do their bit too.  The services they offer to help with this are available across all their 
stores: 

• Make The Right Choice 

• Care and Proofing 

• Recycle My Gear 

• Recycle My Run 

• Our planet 

Cotswold Outdoors Discount Card 

This year, Cotswold Outdoor, Runners Need and Snow+Rock have requested that OHWC Club 

members provide some sort of Club Membership Card to receive their discount.  To that end, the 

club committee have decided to produce a Membership Card for club members to use if they want 

to take advantage of the discount offered. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cotswoldoutdoor.com%2Fexplore-more-benefits.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctimothy.akers101%40mod.gov.uk%7C07fe393f6c494c356a7008dc5eace4d4%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C638489343902079923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rrNVdLitiKnGY9AwreSsJiOIlx0Y5hsWFY4VXd1%2ByW0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.runnersneed.com%2Fexplore-more-benefits.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctimothy.akers101%40mod.gov.uk%7C07fe393f6c494c356a7008dc5eace4d4%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C638489343902079923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f%2F6D8Y2MmqICuQ%2FWvXl0%2F3A%2Fg0jmyeRrJd29ywB0gqg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.snowandrock.com%2Fabout-us%2Fexplore-more.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctimothy.akers101%40mod.gov.uk%7C07fe393f6c494c356a7008dc5eace4d4%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C638489343902079923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sLdybwnzS66EsYmq3NAqKntw9CtOaCm8QXNPws0XEo8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cotswoldoutdoor.com%2Fthe-knowledge.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctimothy.akers101%40mod.gov.uk%7C07fe393f6c494c356a7008dc5eace4d4%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C638489343902236226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OLmZSVQ9xahvFaJCdA9cyQ%2FSC8mdCVUhlCtzyLbxokU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.runnersneed.com%2Fexpert-advice.html%3Ffrom%3Dl1nav&data=05%7C02%7Ctimothy.akers101%40mod.gov.uk%7C07fe393f6c494c356a7008dc5eace4d4%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C638489343902236226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=afo2y2ClG%2B5oBeSx8RvNSfopeOKxEGk5iCxXEngn5iU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.snowandrock.com%2Fexpert-advice-and-inspiration.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctimothy.akers101%40mod.gov.uk%7C07fe393f6c494c356a7008dc5eace4d4%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C638489343902236226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kvATGNyUVXq5irwVmr76e8UtA2HyG5gARFJkJ8%2BjwVU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cotswoldoutdoor.com/make-the-right-choice.html
https://www.cotswoldoutdoor.com/make-the-right-choice.html
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cotswoldoutdoor.com%2Fc%2Fequipment%2Fcare-proofing.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctimothy.akers101%40mod.gov.uk%7C07fe393f6c494c356a7008dc5eace4d4%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C638489343902236226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gMOPcMDn1roaIaFId6W9%2FWSr%2Fs5DioNpuyhBIz8n1V0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cotswoldoutdoor.com%2Frecycle-my-gear.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctimothy.akers101%40mod.gov.uk%7C07fe393f6c494c356a7008dc5eace4d4%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C638489343902236226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=efkqHOx89lYza9k9EJbEHOOiMpCLM4qfHw9fjAhjgS0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.runnersneed.com%2Fabout-us%2Frecyclemyrun.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctimothy.akers101%40mod.gov.uk%7C07fe393f6c494c356a7008dc5eace4d4%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C638489343902236226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5RFDCQF1nQBzTOdPbUyqtmhE3EvkPXvRBHa0Hu1uVk0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cotswoldoutdoor.com/our-planet.html
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Please print off this page and cut out the Card illustrated below.  Please note that last month’s 

Newsletter inadvertently displayed the wrong discount.  This year’s discount is 15%. 

 

Meetings 
Unless otherwise stated in this Newsletter or via email, monthly club meetings are held on the 

Wednesday following the Sunday coach walk at the Wigston Conservative Club, 38 Long Street, 

Wigston, Leicester, LE18 2AH at 7.30pm. 

All OHWC club members are welcome. 
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Club Media and Bank Details 
Website http://oadbyhwc.com 

 

Email ohwcmail@gmail.com 
 

Safeguarding Email OHWCsafeguarding@gmail.com 
 

Facebook Oadby Hillwalking Club group 
 

Instagram Oadby Hillwalking Club 

  
Bank Details Barclays Bank 

 

Account Name OHWC 
 

Account Number 50124990  
Please quote surname and month of walk  
(i.e., Smith July) 
 

Sort code 20-49-08 

 

OHWC Committee 2024 – 2025 
Chair Martin Beckett 07748 674223 

 

Treasurer Martin Beckett 07748 674223 

 

Club Secretary Ann Branson 07726 334583 

 

Membership Secretary Mike Hewitt 07484 731419 

 

Walks Coordinator Adam Wakley 07720 328700 

 

Social Events & Media Elaine Akers 07930 122030 

 

Newsletter Editor Tim Akers 07855 969183 

 

 

http://oadbyhwc.com/
mailto:ohwcmail@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/akerst101/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XX29EJJ8/OHWCsafeguarding@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1784798828245565
https://www.instagram.com/oadbyhillwalkingclub/

